
CENTRAL ENGLAND ENSEMBLE

CONCERTO COMPETITION

RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. General
· The first round of the competition will take place in lecture room 2 at Birmingham Conservatoire on Sunday 8th July 2012  

· The final will take place on Sunday 25th November 2012 in the Recital Hall at Birmingham Conservatoire

· The prizewinner’s concert will take place on Sunday 23rd June 2013 – venue tbc.
· Acceptance and participation at any stage of the Competition is at the discretion of Central England Ensemble. Entries will not be accepted from previous winners of the first prize of this Competition.

· The decisions of the Adjudicating Panel shall be final and binding (including whether or not to award any prize).
· Central England Ensemble will not offer financial assistance to any Competitor with regard to travelling or accommodation expenses for either the Competition itself or the winner’s performances.
· Competitors will not receive any notes or comments, either written or verbal, from the Panel. Nor will any comments be made, either via telephone or correspondence, regarding reasons for selection or rejection of applicants at any stage.
· It is extremely important that Central England Ensemble is able to contact Competitors immediately after the closing date (25/05/12). Competitors must inform us of any change of address and contact details.

2. Requirements
· Entries are invited from SOLO performers.

· The competition is open to Woodwind, Brass, Strings (including harp and guitar), Piano and Singers.

· The Competitor must be of a minimum standard of Grade 8 distinction in the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music examinations or equivalent.

· Competitors may be of any age and any nationality. The age of the Competitor is not taken into account at any stage of the Competition – performances are judged solely on musical merit.
3. Entries
· The entry fee of £40 (GB pounds sterling) (non-returnable) together with the Entry Form and any other relevant details (curriculum vitae, press reviews, references, etc.) must arrive at the address shown NOT LATER THAN 25th May 2012.
· Entries may be submitted at any time up to, and including, the closing date.


4. The competition process

· First round Candidates will be expected to perform one movement of their chosen concerto. This will be with piano accompaniment. This is not a public event, but supporters are welcome.

· Final Finalists will perform the same movement, but with orchestral accompaniment. The winner will be announced at the end of the event. This is a public event.
· Prizewinner’s concert The winner will perform their complete chosen concerto in a concert with Central England Ensemble
· Music hire costs The competition organisers reserve the right EITHER to charge the finalists and eventual prizewinner for the hire costs of orchestral sets which cannot be borrowed free of charge from a library OR to ask the finalists/prizewinner to supply the orchestral sets.
The winner will receive:

· The Concerto opportunity (23rd June 2013)
· £100 prize money which will be paid to the winner after performance at the prizewinner’s concert.
5. At the Competition
·  Each Competitor will have 20 minutes in total in which to perform their programme. The Panel will stop any Competitor whose programme over-runs this time limit. 
· The choice of music and whether or not to perform from memory is left entirely to the individual Competitor. 
· Please provide two copies of your music for the Adjudicators.
· Competitors will have approximately 20 minutes to rehearse before their performance. An upright piano will be available in the rehearsal room.
· The Official Accompanist is available for a fee of £30, please tick the appropriate box on the Entry Form if required. 
· Competitors who are allocated the Official Accompanist will have only approximately 20 minutes to rehearse immediately prior to their performance. Extra rehearsal time, before the day of the Competition, can be arranged with the Official Accompanist on a private basis, if required. Please email merciamusicians@mail.com to arrange any extra rehearsals. These will be charged at £30 per rehearsal.
· If the Competitor is under the age of 18, a parent or guardian must sign the Entry Form. If you are signing on behalf of the Competitor and wish all correspondence from Central England Ensemble to be addressed to you (the parent or guardian), please state clearly in the signature section of the Entry Form – otherwise all correspondence will be addressed to the Competitor.

